NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF A PROPOSED ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE

[bookmark: _Hlk488824724][bookmark: _Hlk136934551]PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Tallmadge Charter Township Text Amendment Ordinance was adopted at a meeting of the Tallmadge Charter Township Board on August 12, 2025 after its first reading at a meeting of the Tallmadge Charter Township Board held on July 8, 2025.

The Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance to the Tallmadge Charter Township Zoning Ordinance will amend Section 3.36 – Non-Motorized Pathways by clarifying when a non-motorized pathway is required to be constructed, will remove the payment in-lieu of construction option except for properties within the Tallmadge Industrial Park, will exempt properties that previously paid in-lieu of construction, and will add an additional standard of review when the Planning Commission considers easement and or construction of a non-motorized pathway; and will provide for severability, repeal, and an effective date.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Ordinance has been posted in the office of the Tallmadge Charter Township Clerk, Tallmadge Charter Township, 0-1451 Leonard Road, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan (telephone: 616-677-1248), and on the Township website at www.tallmadge.com.
 
Dated:  August 24, 2025					Karina Rollenhagen, Clerk
Tallmadge Charter Township




















The following Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance was adopted at the Tallmadge Charter Township Board meeting on August 12, 2025.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-12-25-1

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE

[bookmark: _Hlk178248469]AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TALLMADGE CHARTER TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 3.36 – NON-MOTORIZED PATHWAYS, TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY, TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL, AND TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF TALLMADGE, COUNTY OF OTTAWA, AND STATE OF MICHIGAN ORDAINS:
Section 1. Non-Motorized Pathways. Section 3.36 of the Zoning Ordinance shall be amended to state in its entirety as follows.

Section 3.36 – Non-Motorized Pathways

1. It is hereby determined that non-motorized pathways promote and provide for the public health, safety, and general welfare by achieving the following public purposes:

a. 	Non-motorized pathways provide a safer location for travel along Streets and roads for bicyclists and pedestrians, including school children, than the edge of the traveled Street or road.

b.	Non-motorized pathways encourage and promote aerobic exercise by bicyclists and others utilizing the non-motorized pathways. 

c.	Non-motorized pathways conserve energy and reduce air pollution by allowing for a convenient means of travel by bicycle or as a pedestrian, rather than utilizing a Motor Vehicle.

d.	Non-motorized pathways reduce traffic congestion by providing a safe location for bicycles and pedestrians, which results in fewer Vehicles on the Street.

2.	The Township shall require, as is provided below in this subsection, for the granting of Easements for non-motorized pathways and for the construction of non-motorized pathways along the entire frontage for any property subject to a building permit or subject to site plan review pursuant to Chapter 18, which abuts Lake Michigan Drive from 8th Avenue east to the County line or Ironwood Drive. 

	The owner of any property in the Township which abuts Lake Michigan Drive west of 8th Avenue and which is located in the C-1 Commercial Service Zoning District, the C-2 General Commercial Zoning District or the I-1 Industrial Zoning District or any combination thereof or is identified in the Commercial or Industrial Classification or combination of both on the Master Plan Map shall, as a condition of receiving any building permit for that property or as a condition of site plan review pursuant to Chapter 18, grant an Easement to the Township or the Ottawa County Road Commission, and shall construct a non-motorized pathway within that easement.

3. 	The Township may require, as is provided below in this subsection, for the granting of Easements for non-motorized pathways and for the construction of non-motorized pathways along the entire frontage of a development subject to Site Plan Review which abuts an existing Street. 

As part of its review of a Site Plan as is provided in Chapter 18, the Planning Commission shall specifically consider whether Non-motorized pathways are necessary along the proposed development frontage which abuts an existing Street in order to achieve the public purposes described in subsection 1 above. Where construction of a non-motorized pathway is not required, the development shall provide for the necessary easements for future construction in the instance the existing right-of-way cannot accommodate the future pathway. 

	In making this determination, the Planning Commission shall consider, in addition to the public purposes in subsection 1 and any other relevant factors, all of the following standards:

a. Vehicle traffic likely to be generated by the development which requires Site Plan approval. 

b. Bicycle, pedestrian, and other non-vehicle traffic likely to be generated by the development requiring Site Plan approval.

c. The importance of the required Non-motorized pathways to provide a safe means for bicyclists and pedestrians, including children, to access schools, churches, parks, libraries, and other amenities intended for their use.

d. The proximity of the development requiring Site Plan approval to attractions such as parks, churches, public buildings, and shopping opportunities.

e. The fair market value of any land required for Easements for the required Non-motorized pathways.

f. The character of the neighborhood in which the property is located.

Given the number of properties that have paid in-lieu of construction of a non-motorized pathway within the Tallmadge Industrial Park prior to July 1, 2025 and to ensure the equitable treatment of the remaining properties within the Tallmadge Industrial Park, being those properties accessed by 1st Avenue, 3rd Avenue, or Steele Street right-of-ways, in lieu of constructing the required non-motorized pathway, the property owners of the remaining properties shall instead pay to the Township the estimated cost, as established by the Board from time to time, of constructing the non-motorized pathway, after which the Township shall construct the non-motorized pathway at such time deemed appropriate by the Township. 

Any development property that has paid in-lieu of construction prior to July 1, 2025 shall not be subject to the provisions herein except for Section 3.36.4 and Section 3.36.5, in such instance a pathway is constructed by the owner of the property.

4.	The Non-motorized pathways to be constructed by the applicant for Site Plan approval shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the following requirements:

a. The Non-motorized pathways shall be at least eight (8) feet in width for bicycle paths and five (5) feet in width for sidewalks, as determined by the Planning Commission and shall be constructed in accordance with the standards provided by the Ottawa County Road Commission and the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

b. The plans and specifications for the Non-motorized pathways shall be approved in advance of construction in writing by the Township.

5. All Non-motorized pathway Easements shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet wide.
Section 2. Severability. This Ordinance and its various parts are hereby declared to be severable. If any portion of this Ordinance is declared to be invalid such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance. 
Section 3.  Repeal. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby expressly repealed.  
Section 4. Effective Date. This amendment to the Tallmadge Charter Township Zoning Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Tallmadge Charter Township, Ottawa County, Michigan on August 12, 2025, after a public hearing as required pursuant to Michigan Act 110 of 2006, as amended; after introduction and a first reading on July 8, 2025 and after posting and publication following such first reading as required by Michigan Act 359 of 1947, as amended.  This Ordinance shall be effective on September 1, 2025, which date is the eighth day after publication of a Notice of Adoption and Posting of the Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance in the Grand Rapids Press, as required by Section 401 of Act 110, as amended. However, this effective date shall be extended as necessary to comply with the requirements of Section 402 of Act 110, as amended.

______________________________			______________________________
Mark Bennett,						Karina Rollenhagen,
Township Supervisor					Township Clerk










CERTIFICATE

I, Karina Rollenhagen, the Clerk for the Charter Township of Tallmadge, Ottawa County, Michigan, certify that the foregoing Tallmadge Charter Township Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on August 12, 2025.  The following members of the Township Board were present at that meeting:  Eppink, Rollenhagen, Schwallier, Terpstra, Bennent, Bollinger, and Bronkema. Noe members of the Township Board were absent. The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board Eppink, Rollenhagen, Schwallier, Terpstra, Bennent, Bollinger, and Bronkema voting in favor and no members of the Board voting in opposition.  Notice of Adoption of the Ordinance was published in the Grand Rapid Press on August 24, 2025.  

______________________________
Karina Rollenhagen, Clerk
Tallmadge Charter Township

















AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
(Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance)


STATE OF MICHIGAN	)
)ss
COUNTY OF OTTAWA	)

The undersigned, Karina Rollenhagen, the Tallmadge Charter Township Clerk, being first duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:
1.	That she posted a proposed Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance for Tallmadge Charter Township, after its first reading at a meeting of the Tallmadge Charter Township Board held on July 8, 2025 and its second reading on August 12, 2025 in the Township Clerk's office and on the Township's website at www.tallmadge.com on August 24, 2025.
__________________________________
Karina Rollenhagen, Clerk
Tallmadge Charter Township

Subscribed and sworn to before this
_______ day of __________, __________

______________________________
Gregory Lee Ransford
Notary Public, Ottawa County, Michigan
Acting in Ottawa County, Michigan
My commission expires: April 15, 2026
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