
















Tallmadge Township Zoning Variance Request Narrative 
 
Scott and Jodye Dennis 
310 Fennessy SW 
 
Seeking variance to: 

Chapter 3 General Provisions, Section 3.02 Accessory Uses and Buildings 
Paragraph (b) No accessory building may be built on any lot on which there is no 
principal building. 

 
We own two contiguous parcels, both zoned Residential.  The Right of Way for Fennessy 
Drive transects the two parcels. 
 
Our home is located on the south parcel, 310 Fennessy.  The south side of that parcel is 
bounded by Fennessy Lake. 
 
Building an accessory building on the south parcel is not possible. 
 
Because of the lake, zoning would allow for an accessory building on the road side of our 
house.  However, this is not possible due to the presence of our septic tanks and drainage 
field, water supply well, geo-thermal field for heat pump, and underground electric and 
gas feeds to house. 
 
Construction of an accessory building between the house and the lake would not be 
aesthetically pleasing and is not possible due to topography and property boundaries. 
 
We propose building an accessory building near the northeast corner of the north parcel. 
 
All setbacks will be easily satisfied. 
 
The north parcel is relatively flat and is currently covered with rows of planted pine trees 
(roughly 25 to 30 feet tall).  A driveway will be cleared to the building.  We will preserve 
the majority of the parcel as wooded.  The existing trees will screen the accessory building 
from Fennessy Drive. 
 
The proposed use is consistent with the use of adjacent parcels. 
 
An existing pole barn is on the adjacent property to the north.  That accessory building is 
roughly 30x90. 
 
There is an existing oil well just east of our north parcel.  Based on Ottawa County Health 
Department isolation zones, a potable well on our parcel would not be allowed.  Without 
a potable well, a principal residence could not be constructed.  The use of the parcel for 
an accessory building allows for the best use of this parcel. 
 
Our plan has been received positively by neighbors. 
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