


TALLMADGE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday January 13, 2026, At 6:00pm
O-1451 Leonard NW, Grand Rapids, MI  49534

I. CALL TO ORDER – At 6:00pm, Mark Bennett called the meeting to order, and Joel Terpstra opened with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present: Supervisor Mark Bennett, Trustee Kent Bollinger, Trustee Michael Eppink, Clerk Karina Rollenhagen, Treasurer Valdyne Schwallier and Trustee Joel Terpstra.  Absent: Trustee John Bronkema.  Also present: 8 members of the community.

       II.         CONSENT AGENDA
Joel Terpstra moved, Kent Bollinger approved the minutes of the December 9, 2025, regular meeting, and to approve the bills to be paid in January 2026 as presented, and to accept as information the treasurer’s report, revenue and expenditures report, legal update and correspondence if any.  Motion CARRIED.

        III.        PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Deb Smith asked if Tallmadge has anything on the     books regarding corporations purchasing single family homes and turning them into long term rentals.  She requested that we consider only allowing individual owners to purchase homes to prevent an undesirable amount of long-term rental homes in the township. 
                    	
      IV.        UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Mark Bennett shared that the developer of Tallmadge Pointe has been working toward completing the items requested by the township board at the September 9, 2025, regular board meeting.  It is likely that the Second Reading for Tallmadge Pointe will be on the February 10, 2026, Agenda.
 
       V.         NEW BUSINESS

A.  FIRST READING PRESENTATION BY WTFD REGARDING 2024 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE (IFC) – Lieutenant Josh Thibault – Currently Tallmadge Charter Township operates under the 2012 standard.  WTFD requests updating to the 2024 IFC which aligns with the current Building Code and includes technology updates regarding lithium battery storage and carbon monoxide detectors.  It includes guidelines for rental properties and the safe storage and charging of hover boards which contain lithium batteries.  A lithium battery fire cannot be extinguished with water.
B.  LAND GIFT – Mark Bennett shared that the township was approached by a resident who is looking to gift some of his land to the township for recreational use.  Mark Bennett contacted the township attorney who is working on paperwork for an agreement regarding this potential gift.  It seems to be the intention of the landowner to gift approximately 13.5 acres of land south of Lake Michigan Drive, upon his passing (in the distant future). This land is in an idyllic spot and will be for recreational use.  

    VI       SUPERVISOR AND COMMITTEE COMMENTS
+  Supervisor – Mark Bennett:  
1.  Tallmadge Meadows mobile home park is having water supply issues.  They operate on a well system that appears to be failing.  Mark is meeting with the Health Department, EGLE, and LARA on Thursday to try to find a solution.  The main concerns are life safety issues and sanitation.  We would like to avoid the displacement of the residents.  The current accessible domestic water supply is just over 1 mile away, so that is not a quick solution.  The landowner has been problematic.  He is on the East side of the state and owns 6 other properties.  The State of Michigan has an enforcement division for mobile home communities, and their officer is aware of this individual and seems willing to assist in any way.
2. Last Friday, Mark Bennett, Valdyne Schwallier, Karina Rollenhagen and Kent Bollinger attended a meeting at the Ottawa County building regarding Utility-Scale Renewable Energy Facilities and Public Act 233 of 2023.  This act includes proposed battery storage facilities in various Ottawa County locations.  This is a hot topic particularly in Blendon Township, but there is some talk of a Tallmadge Township location.  We feel it is important to take proactive steps like adopting the IFC 2024.  Beyond that, there is huge money in these storage facilities.  The developers love power substations and high transmission lines – both of which make Tallmadge a desirable location for them to pursue.  We are working with our partners at Ottawa County to keep on top of that.
3. 2025 Traffic Crash Study – this study compares county data from 2025 and 2024.  Countywide crashes were up 5% in 2025.  In Tallmadge Township crashes were up and there were 2 fatalities in both 2025 and 2024.  Traffic enforcement continues to be a major issue within the county.
+ Clerk – Karina Rollenhagen:  looking for additional Election workers for 2026.  We will have Early Voting prior to the August and November elections, so we have many opportunities available to work elections. 
+ Treasurer – Valdyne Schwallier:  Winter taxes are due by February 17th, 2026.
+  Planning Commission – Joel Terpstra:  no meeting held in December.  There appears to be a lack of agenda items for January as well.  Still undecided on if  there will be a January meeting.
+  Zoning Board of Appeals – Tim Smith:  The ZBA met in December and reapproved a variance for a deck.  They also tabled an agenda item regarding lots on Fennessey Lake.  They are waiting for a legal opinion on combining these lots.
+ Wright Tallmadge Fire Board – Michael Eppink:  They did not meet in December.  They plan to meet on February 3 for budget planning at Tallmadge Township Office.
+  Park Committee – Mark Bennett:  The new restroom is completed except for the exterior painting.  It has been inspected and approved.  The cost came in within the amended budget amount.  Valdyne Schwallier: The entrance gate has been closed for the winter.  The pedestrian gate is open for walking traffic.

  VII. 	 Adjournment: Mark Bennet moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 6:33pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Karina Rollenhagen				Mark Bennett
Tallmadge Charter Township Clerk		Tallmadge Charter Township Supervisor






